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Mary Lee Jensvold is a Senior Lecturer in the Primate Behavior Program at Central 

Washington University, the Primate Communication Scientist and Associate 

Director at Fauna Foundation in Carignan, Quebec, and past director of the 

Chimpanzee & Human Communication Institute. She has worked with signing 

chimpanzees since 1986 studying chimpanzee communication and intelligence. 

She holds a M.S. and Ph.D. in Experimental Psychology. She specializes in 

ethological studies of apes, animal intelligence, communication, language, culture, 

and advocacy in captive care. At this conference she shares with us her approach to 

communicating with nonhumans.  

 


